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Geoscape® Intelligence System (GIS)  

Importing American Community Survey (ACS) Data  

 

OVERVIEW  

This document will take you through the process of downloading ACS data  tables from the U.S. 

Census Bureau and importing the  data into GIS.  

DOWNLOAD ACS DATA TABLE  

Download Da ta Table  

1. To download  ACS data, go to https://data.census.gov/  

Select Data Table  

2. Enter the table code or search for a subject.  

Note: Filters can also be used to ensure you’re  searching  only  for ACS data.  

 

3. After locating  the table, use the blue  drop-down  arrow to choose the  desired vintage of  ACS  5-

year  data.  

Note : The system defaults to the most recent 1 -year data . However,  that does not 

include  data at smaller geographic areas, so 5 -year data is strongly recommended.   
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Select Geograph y 

1. Click  the filter button on the upper left.  

 

2. Select the  needed  geography level  and geographic area/s.  

Note: If data needs to be rolled up to several geography levels in AMDS, or to geography levels 

like DMA that the Census Bureau does not cover, it is recommended you download Block 

Group. If Block Group is not available, then select Census Tract.  

 

Download Data Table  

1. Once  all selection s have been made , click “Download Table Data” on the right . 

 

2. Check the box next to the ACS table and then click Download . 
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3. A screen will appear for you to download a .zip file. Click DOWNLOAD.ZIP. The  download 

will include  files with  metadata, data, and table notes . 

Note: If the download  doesn’t  launch, you may need to allow pop -ups on the website  and try 

again.   

 

Format Data Table  

Open the data file and save it in Microsoft® Excel ® format.  

Additionally, t he following  changes will be required  prior to loading the data into GIS :  

GEO_ID  

The corresponding prefix es  will need to be removed from GEO_ID values:  

• Census Tract codes: 1400000US  
• Block Group codes : 1500000US  

 

Important : Do not use find/replace to remove these codes as it will remove leading zeros in the 
geography codes.  

1. Insert a column to the right of the GEO_ID column . Label this column GEO_ID.  

2. Enter the following formula next to the first geography:  

• =RIGHT(A3,11) for Census Tract  
• =RIGHT(A3,12)  for Block Group 

This will provide the 11-digit Census Tract or 12-digit Block Group code.  
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3. Double -click the lower right -hand corner of the highlighted cell to copy  the formula for the 
remainder of the column .  

4. S elect and copy the entire column, then right-click to paste special > values to replace the 
formula with the actual geocode . 

5. Delete the original GEO_ID field.  

Additional Changes  

1. (Optional) The Margin of Error columns  can also  be deleted . 

2. Delete the second header row.  

Note: The metadata file describes what each code in the top row represents.  

 

IMPORT A MERICAN C OMMUNITY S URVEY  DATA INTO GIS  

Upload File  

1. From the homepage, click the MARKETSCAPE ™ tab. 

  

2. C lick the Upload Data icon and select Upload Data . 
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3. S elect the file to upload by clicking inside the empty text box. Click Next . 

Note: The Browse button may not work depending on browser and/or browser version.  

 

4. S elect the checkbox “First Row Contains Field Names” if the top row contains column headers . 

C lick Next . 

 

Define Import Fields  

1. Define the geography field.  

a. Geography ID Column: Column containing the geography IDs . 

b. Geography ID Level: Geography level used in the Geography ID column . 
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2. Define the data fields : 

a. Indicator Column: Data column to be imported . 

b. Modify Indicator Name: Enter a un ique name. If this field is left blank, the column name will 

be used.  

Note: To avoid duplicate names, include the year in the indicator name. Otherwise, remove 

the previous year’s data vintage from GI S . 

c. Data Type: Select Count if the numeric data does not contain decimals.  Select Numeric if 

the data does contain decimals.  

d. Type of Aggregation: Select Sum if the data should aggregate to higher geography levels.  

e. Base Indicator: This field should remain empty . 

 

3. Click Upload More Indicators to add additional data fields . Once all needed data fields have 

been added,  click Next.  
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Additional Options  

1. (Optional) Select if the uploaded data should be shared with additional users.  

 

2. If needed, update the Project Name . Click Process.  

 

Review Output  

Once the upload is complete, GIS  may need to be refreshed to display  the uploaded data.  

The uploaded data can be found in the User Defined section o n the Data Settings tab.  
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